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Professional Experience and Interests 

Joy is one of the founding members of Society for Promoting Participative Ecosystem 
Management (SOPPECOM). He has been an activist-researcher for more than 30 years. 
He was a full-time activist for about eight years with Mukti Sangharsh Movement, an 
organisation of rural toilers in South Maharashtra. He has worked with Bharat Gyan 
Vigyan Samithi (BGVS), New Delhi, in its watershed development and resource literacy 
programme. He was a Visiting Fellow with the Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies in 
Environment and Development (CISED), Bangalore (now part of ATREE) for a year and 
was a Fulbright Fellow with University of California at Berkeley.  
He has a special interest in people's institutions for natural resource management both 
at the grassroots and policy levels. His other areas of interests include water conflicts, 
drought and drought proofing, participatory irrigation management, river basin 
management and multi-stakeholder processes, watershed-based development, resource 
literacy, right to water and sanitation, water ethics and people’s movements. 

National level initiative on water conflicts 

Presently he coordinatesthe national levelinitiative, Forum for Policy Dialogue on Water 
Conflicts in India, a network of about 600 individuals and organisations and anchored by 
SOPPECOM (www.waterconflictforum.org).  

Important projects 

Hydropower development in the context of climate change: Exploring conflicts and 
fostering cooperation across scales and boundaries in the Eastern Himalayas’ (Nepal and 
India), CCMCC-NWO (The Netherlands) research initiative funded by DfID.  
Backstopping Water Conflicts in India, funded by Arghyam Trust (2012 to 2017). 
LiveDiverse: Sustainable Livelihoods and Biodiversity in Developing Countries (Costa Rica, 
South Africa, Vietnam and India) – an eight-partnerinternational research project funded 
by European Commission (2010 to 2012).  
STRIVER: Strategy and methodology for improved IWRM – An integrated, 
interdisciplinary assessment in four twinning basins (Tagus, Glomma, Sesan and 
Tungabhadra) – a collaborative project of 13 institutions across the globe and funded by 
European Commission (2006 to 2009).  
Study of Social Movements on Water in India, supported by IWMI Tata Water Policy 
Programme, Hyderabad. 
Developing an agro-eco region based approach for characterisation of wastelands and 
their potential for enhancing livelihoods of marginalised rural population in the ongoing 
land based developmental programme in the region, supported by Society for 
Promotion of Wasteland Development (SPWD), New Delhi. 
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Action research on multiplayer planning and management of water resources in Bharar 
river basin, Chattarpur district, Madhya Pradesh, supported by WaterAid India, New 
Delhi. 
The study of socio-economic benefits, rural development and employment generation in 
the area of wind power projects in Satara and Sangli districts of Maharashtra,supported 
by Maharashtra Energy development Agency (MEDA), Pune. 
A study on Tailender Deprivation in Irrigation Commands as part of an All-India study 
coordinated by the Development Service Centre (DSC), Ahmedabad and supported by 
the Planning Commission of India and the Wageningen University, the Netherlands. 
Co-management of Water and Energy: The case of the Tembu Lift Irrigation Scheme 
(TLIS) in South Maharashtra, supported by the International Water Management 
Institute (IWMI), Colombo, Sri Lanka. 
Co-management of Surface water and Groundwater: The case of the Ozar WUAs in 
Nashik district, supported by the International Water Management Institute (IWMI), 
Colombo, Sri Lanka. 
Biomass Assessment Study of Radhanagari, Miraj, Murbad and Sangameshwar Tehsils, 
Ministry of Non-Conventional Energy Sources (New Delhi) and MEDA, Pune. 
Study of the Status of Small Water Harvesting Structures in a Sub-Basin in Udaipur 
Region, Society for Promotion of Wasteland Development (SPWD), New Delhi. 
Action Research programme on Farmer Participation in Irrigation Management, 
sponsored by Ford Foundation, New Delhi.  
User Valuation of Renewable Natural Resources, coordinated by Institute for 
Development Studies (IDS), Jaipur and sponsored by Ford Foundation. 
Action Research Project, Wasteland Integration Research Project, supported by the 
Society for Promotion of Wasteland Development (SPWD), New Delhi. 
Degenerated Agriculture and its Effects: A Study of Socio-Economic Transformation in 
Khanapur Taluka of Southern Maharashtra, Shankar BrahmeSamajvignyanGranthalaya, 
Pune, sponsored by Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR), New Delhi. 
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Booklets 
K. J. Joy and Seema Kulkarni, 2010, Engaging with the Changing Water Policy Discourse 
in Maharashtra, Globalisation Governance Grassroots Series No. 12, National Centre for 
Advocacy Studies (NCAS), Pune. 
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Chapters/sections in Books 
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Science-Policy-Stakeholder Interface and Stakeholder Participation”, in Geoffrey D. 
Gooch and Per Stalancke (Ed.), Science, Policy and Stakeholders in Water Management: 
An Integrated Approach to River Basin Management,Earthscan: London and Washington 
DC. 
Grizzetti Bruna, Antonio Lo Porto, Line J. Barkwed, K. J. Joy, et al, 2010, “The Science-
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Joy, K. J. and Suhas Paranjape, 2009, “Water Use: Legal and Institutional Framework”, in 
Water and the Laws in India, Ramaswamy Iyer (ed.), Sage: New Delhi. 
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Occasional Paper/Case Study 
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Personal information  

Residential Address: 24 Rahul Apartments, Marutrao Gaikwad Nagar, Aundh, Pune 411 
007, Maharashtra, India 
Office address: SOPPECOM, 16 Kale Park, Someshwarwadi Road, Pashan, Pune 411008 
Tel: +91 20 25883597 (Residence), +91 20 20251168 (Office), +91 9422505473 (Cell) 
Email: joykjjoy2@gmail.com 
Education: M A in Social Work (Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai)  
Professional and other association 
1) Indian Society of Ecological Economics (INSEE), 2) Indian Academy of Social Sciences, 
3) Conservation Action Trust, and 4) Wild Life Research and Conservation Society. 
Award 
TN Khoshoo Memorial Award for 2016.  
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