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Introduction

COVID 19 pandemic and the extended lockdowns has left millions of people especially the poorer 
sections of the society, including the migrant labourers to face some extremely difficult situations. The
unplanned and improperly executed lockdowns are leading to loss of life and livelihoods.

There are a number of organizations and institutions that are doing COVID 19 relief work to help out 
different communities in coping up with the current difficult times. SOPPECOM also through its 
COVID19 response programme has been doing relief work for the past couple of months. 

Our COVID 19 response has been spaced out in the three phases. In Phase one we provided dry ration
and essentials like soap and detergents to the most needy and vulnerable communities. In Phase Two,
we would provide some minimum support to most needy families to buy seeds and other inputs so 
that they can partially meet the costs of the land preparation for the Kharif sowing in time. Phase 
Three, is a long term engagement and effort would be to work with social activists in the area of 
awareness building and also improving their capacities to engage with such incidents/events/disasters
in the future.

Phase One began in the first week of April. The first status report was published and circulated in the 
last week of April (http://www.soppecom.org/pdf/Status-report-COVID19-response-by-SOPPECOM-
25April2020.pdf). During that period we reached out to 1435 families. All the relief work under Phase 
One has now been completed. Through this report, we intend to update all our donors and well-
wishers about the relief work that was carried out under Phase One as an update to the previous 
report. 

Funds raised

The total funds raised to date for the COVID 19 response program are Rs. 29,28,217. Out of this total, 
Azim Premji Philanthropic Initiative (APPI), Bengaluru donated Rs. 17,20,000 from which about 1900 
families were supported with ration kits in  Phase One. Similarly, Rs. 5,00,000 was donated by 
Arghyam Trust, Bengaluru for supporting 745 families in Phase One. Through the wider appeal made 
(see this link for the appeal: http://www.soppecom.org/pdf/COVID-19-Response-by-SOPPECOM-
appeal.pdf) we have been able to collect Rs. 7,08,217. Out of the total amount received Rs. 25,59533 
was utilized for the relief work. We have a balance of Rs. 3,68,664 which we will be utilizing for Phase 
Two of the programme. Considering the different types of issues emerging, we do request you to 
share the appeal to all your contacts who still wish to contribute and donate for a good cause. 
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Distribution of ration kits

We have been so far able to reach out to a total of 3184 families. During the period that was reported
in the first status report we reached out to 1435 families. In the second period, we were able to help 
out 1749 families. These families belonged to people who mostly worked on construction sites, 
nomadic tribes (lamaans) working in road construction, road construction and brick kiln sites, waste 
and rag pickers, sex workers and transgender community, landless agricultural labourers and single or
widowed or deserted women. Table below summarizes the block wise distribution of the ration kits. 
In addition to these families through a few local activists, food and water were distributed to the 
migrant workers walking along the Pune Nashik highway, trying to get back to their homes. 

Block wise distribution of ration kits

Name of Taluka District No of families
covered 

Social groups 

Shirala Sangli 60 Construction workers, single/ widowed 
women, daily wage labourers

Islampur
(Walwa)

Sangli 150 Construction and centring, domestic 
workers, rickshaw drivers

Miraj Sangli 100 Brick kiln workers, construction and centring,
domestic maids, rickshaw drivers, people 
belonging to Pardhi and Gondhal samaj

Tasgaon Sangli 142 Rag pickers, waste pickers, collecting scrap 
material

Sangli town Sangli 125 Sex workers

Total number in Sangli district 577

Ajra (Yemegaon) Kolhapur 87 Single/ widowed women, nomadic tribes 
(lamaan)

Ajra (Uttur) Kolhapur 30 Labourers from stone crushing units

Hatakanangale Kolhapur 180 Project affected people from Warna and 
Chandoli dams 

Kagal Kolhapur 50 Agricultural labourers, migrants, daily wagers
doing work of road construction, bidi making 
and artists

Total number in Kolhapur 347
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district

Patan Satara 270 Landless labourers, agricultural labourers, 
waste pickers, deserted women, project 
affected families from Koyna dam

Satara town Satara 50 Agricultural labourers, landless people

Total number in Satara
district

320

Akole Ahmednagar 50 Agricultural labourers and landless people

Total number in Ahmednagar
district 

50

Ambegaon Pune 30 Agriculture labourers, daily wage labourers, 
senior citizens with no help at home, adivasis

Khed Pune 128 Agriculture labourers, daily wage labourers, 
senior citizens with no help at home, adivasis

Junnar Pune 50 Agriculture labourers, daily wage labourers, 
senior citizens with no help at home, adivasis

Pune city Pune 247 Daily wage labourers, sex workers

Total number in Pune district 455

Total families 1749

Total families from
previous reporting period

1435

Grand Total 3184

Stories from the ground

Once again we would like to share a few stories from different locations in Sangli, Satara, Kolhapur, 
Ahmednagar and Pune districts. 
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“Helping the differently abled and the elderly in
Ashta, Sangli district” 
When it comes to accessibility to ration supplies, the
elderly and the differently abled are the ones that find
it most difficult. Keeping that in mind, local activist
Sameer Gaikwad guided youth from different networks,
‘Gaints group of Ashta’, ‘Nashabandi Mandal’,
‘Rasthraseva Dal’ and ‘Sangli Jilha Nehru Yuva
Foundation’ in Ashta to distribute kits to around 62
families, most of them who were elderly and differently
abled. 

“Reaching out the Nomadic tribes in Ajra, Kolhapur”
During the period that was reported in the first status
report, Smt Padmini Pilankar, a local activist in Ajra
taluka diligently moved in the field to find out the
families that were in need of the ration supplies and
reached out more than 60 families most of whom
were single/ widowed/ deserted women. In the
second period too she with the help of her associates
helped in distributing ration kits to around 87 families
who were mostly nomadic people that were working
at road construction sites and stone quarries. With
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construction businesses being stalled due to lockdown these labourers that depended on daily 
earnings are in great difficulty. 

“450 Projected Affected families of Warna and Koyna dams and Chandoli National 
Park”
It has been 40 years and the people affected due to
Warna dam are yet to be rehabilitated properly. Though
many of the displaced people have been farmers, they
life have not yet received land in their name. People in
the buffer zone of Chandoli National Park have very little
livelihood options. Being in the buffer zone, the food
supply chain was broken due to the lockdown and many
of them were pushed on the brink of starvation. This is
actually an area of triple displacement due to
Warna dam, 1993 earthquake and the Chandoli
National Park.  Activists from ‘Shramik Mukti
Dal’ Shri Santosh Gotal, Shri D.K. Bodake and
Shri Rajaram Patil helped in operationalizing the
distribution process for 180 families here. Shri.
Maruti Patil, President of Shramik Mukti Dal,
Kolhapur and other activists, Shri Prakash
Belvakar, Shri Shankar Patil, Shri Shymarao
Kothari, Shri Vasant Patil. Shri Ananda Gotal
helped with the distribution of the kits. 
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Similarly around 270 families displaced due to Koyna project in Patan, Satara were also provided with 
ration kits.  Local activists Chaitanya Dalvi, Mahesh Shelar, Sachin Kadam, Sitaram Pawar, Ramchandra
Kadam and Ganesh Shirke helped out with the distribution of the kits.

“Beating all odds to reach out the families in distress”
Many of the families to whom the kits were distributed, were in the containment zones. In some parts
of Pune city and the Satara town there was complete restriction for movement. With the support 
from the Government officials and police, the volunteers distributed kits to the families at their 
homes with the necessary safety precautions.
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“Providing food to the migrants walking back home”
You all are already aware of the ongoing migrant crisis in the country. Pune city was also not excluded
from it. A number of migrant who had lost their jobs
due to the shutdown of small industrial units,
construction sites and other offices in the city and its
vicinity, started walking towards home, when they
failed to receive any other alternate provisions Shri
Amod Garud from Kisan Sabha and his family and the
members of their housing society tirelessly cooked
and packed food for the migrants walking back home on Pune-Nashik highway. SOPPECOM provided 
financial support to buy the necessary provisions for about 5 days. 
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“Support for starting MNREGA work in Ambegaon taluka, Pune district” 
With extended lockdowns people needed income in hand. The local administration in Ambegaon 
taluka said that people did not demand jobs under MNREGA. However, local activists Shri Amol 
Waghmare and his associates Shri Ashok Pekari and Shri Raju Ghode of Kisan Sabha conducted a 
village by village surveys and found out that there were many people that were in need of jobs. 
SOPPECOM provided financial support for this task. The officials still kept maintaining their position 
and did not pay any heed to the demands of the people. Therefore, Shri Amol Waghare, Shri Ashok 
Pekari and Shri Raju Ghode sat on a protest in front of the Tehsiladar office in Ghodegoan in 
Ambegaon taluka demanding to begin MNREGA work in Ambegaon taluka. At last their efforts paid off
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the MNREGA work began in Ambegaon taluka. Following that, they wrote a letter to the local MP Shri.
Amol Kolhe, who then directed the Zilla Parishad CEO of immediately start MNREGA work in 
Ambegaon, Junnar and Khed taluka. 

Moving towards Phase Two 

We are now in the process of planning for Phase Two. According to our program we will mainly be 
trying to reach out to vulnerable sections in the farming community who need support for the 
upcoming Kharif season in buying seeds, and other inputs. Therefore, we would highly appreciate if 
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one can continue to spread the word and share the appeal with anyone who would like to contribute 
towards our programme.  

For the past couple of months the local activists and volunteers have been tirelessly working in the 
field helping in distribution of the kits. We are really thankful to all the activists: Sameer Gaikwad, 
Dutta Patil, Dhanaji Gurav, Deepak Kothavale, Balasaheb Patil, Krishna Patil, Anandrao Patil, Meena 
Seshu and her colleagues in SANGRAM , from Sangli, Padmini Pilankar, Shivaji Gurav and Ashok 
Jadhav, Santosh Gotal, D.K. Bodake and Pravin Jadhav from Kolhapur district, Vijay Mandke, Mahesh 
Gurav and Chaitanya Dalvi from Satara district, Swapnil Dhande from Ahmednagar and Kiran 
Lohakare, Amol Waghmare, Tejasvi Sevekari of Saheli HIV/AIDS Karyakarta Sangh and Raju Adagale 
from Pune for operationalizing the COVID19 relief efforts for Phase One. We once again thank all shop
owners who provided the necessary groceries in a timely manner and at concessional rates.  

Again we would not want to miss an opportunity to thank all our donors.  Special thanks to Azim 
Premji Philathropic Initiatives (APPI), Bengaluru and Arghyam Trust, Bengaluru for providing us with 
financial support. It would have been difficult to reach out to so many families without their support. 
A big shout out to all our friends and sympathizers of SOPPECOM, our friends in various networks and 
collectives, and our personal friends, families and relatives for not just coming forward and 
contributing to this cause but also helping in sharing the appeal widely. We also acknowledge the 
efforts put in by our colleague Pratima Medhekar for seeing to the timely financial transactions and 
maintaining the accounts. 

We are truly overwhelmed with the support we have received and we are committed to continue to 
help the needy in coping up with the pandemic. We are sure you would be also with us in this. Thank 
you 

With warm regards

K. J. Joy, Abraham Samuel, Sarita Bhagat, Kiran Lohakare and Neha Bhadbhade
SOPPECOM, Pune 
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